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Noticing Where God is Present  

Beloved Community, 

The Annual Meeting that some of us just attended could 
be viewed as just another business meeting with 

churchy overtones. Nothing could be farther from the truth! While we elected new 
Vestry members and approved the budget for 2018, our time together yesterday was 
really about taking stock in the last year and noticing where God was present in our 
common life and ministry. 

God shows up in the seemingly mundane tasks of counting the collection from Sunday 
morning, or helping a newcomer find the Chapel, the bathroom, or the classrooms for 
children and youth. God shows up when we smile and invite others to join us in our 
ministry. God shows up when we visit someone who is lonely, or we take someone to a 
doctor’s appointment, or pray the intercessory prayer list. 

What strikes me every time we gather, as we did yesterday, is your willingness to 
engage, your willingness to pitch in and help, and your willingness to consider doing 
things differently than they may have been done in the past. 

There is a convergence of thought and passion here. Our staff configuration is really 
beginning to gel and we are finding an excitement as we dream together of what God 
has in store for us at Epiphany. That dream and vision comes from building trust and 
finding a common purpose. Each one of us on the Staff is passionate about our work 
and we depend on one another for guidance and feedback. The excitement and 
creativity that we feel comes not only from our love for the work at hand but from the 
love we feel for each one of you. So many of you give so generously of your time and 
talent to the many ministries of this Parish. Your energy and commitment fuels the 
Staff and equips us to do the work that God calls us to do. 

It is important to look back on 2017 and give thanks for the many gifts given to us and 
celebrate faithful parishioners who give so much to further the work of God here and in 
the wider world. Now we look forward to 2018 with all of its challenges and joys. We 
may fumble at times or even fail when we try something new, but we will learn together 
and the Spirit will draw us closer together for having tried. 

One of the many wonderful hymns in The Hymnal 1982 is number 528, Lord, you give 
the great commission. I commend all the verses to you as a way to pray our calling as 



members of this Parish and as Christians. The second verse is particularly apropos 
given the year ahead of us: 

Lord, You call us to Your service: 
In My name baptize and teach. 
That the world may trust Your promise, 
Life abundant meant for each, 
Give us all new fervor, draw us 
Closer in community. 
With the Spirit’s gifts empower us 
For the work of ministry.   (words: Jeffrey Rowthorn) 

I am full of gratitude to be serving beside Thomas, the rest of the Staff, and with all of 
you. You are a joy and a blessing. 

Faithfully, 
 

 

 

 

             

 

 
 

Evensong Service  
Sunday 11 February  

Our next Evensong service will be Sunday, 
11 February at 5:00pm.  The choir will sing George 
Dyson's Magnificat and Nunc Dimittis in D and 
Stanford's Beati quorum via.  Charles Villiers Stanford 
(1852-1924) is often credited with beginning a 
renaissance in music in the British Isles during the 
late 1800's.  His music was the start of the English 
cathedral music that we think of today. His students 
included Gustav Holst, Ralph Vaughan Williams, 

John Ireland, Herbert Howells,  and George Dyson.  While Stanford often lamented 
that his students varied too far from his Brahmsian precepts, I think that you will see 
that George Dyson took his ideas and love of lyrical melodies and combined them 
with new harmonies that created beautiful and exciting music. 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Shrove Tuesday Parish Event 
Tuesday, 13 February for 6:00-7:30pm in Hadley Hall 

 
 
 
Everyone is invited for a pancake supper hosted by the 
Genesis middle school youth group. Also included in the 
evening is a pancake toss, games, and burying of the 
Alleluia's.  An introduction to this year's family Lenten 
Discipline will also be presented. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



 

Epiphany members who attended the vigil in support of immigrants being detained at 
the at the ICE Detention Center in Boston on 21 January.  The next vigil is planned for 

18 March and you are invited to join us. More info will be shared in upcoming 
newsletters 

 

 

 

Sewing Bags for Haiti 

Are you available to sew cloth bags for the upcoming 
2018 Haiti Medical Mission trip? Fabric and sample 
sewing directions are available on the lower level, 
Higgins Formation Wing, in Room 4. The directions 
are provided as a guide, not as rigid instructions. If 
you enjoy sewing, now is the perfect time to stay 
inside and keep warm while participating in the 
mission. The bags are due by Sunday, 25 February. 

For any questions, contact Jan Conrod at 617.489.1247. 

 

 

 

 
 
 



 

 

 

 

Confirmation Class 2018 
Preparation for Confirmation: Informational Meeting 

Any tenth grader and older who is interested in being 
confirmed is invited to an informational meeting this 
Sunday, 4 February at 12:00 pm in the Upper Parish 
Hall.  Parents are invited to attend as well. The 
information meeting will be led by the Reverend 

Thomas James Brown and Carolyn Hughes, Director of Faith formation.  

The Rite of Confirmation will be celebrated on Saturday, 23 June at 10:30am at the 
Parish of the Epiphany.  Contact the Parish Office or call 781.729.1922 if you are 
interested in preparing for confirmation. 

 

 

 

Communion Enrichment Program  
Begins this Sunday, 4 February  

The class is led by the Reverend Thomas Brown and 
Carolyn Hughes, Director of Faith Formation. Any 
child 2nd grade and above is welcome to participate 
in our Communion Enrichment program with a 
parent.  Classes will be held Sundays from 9:00-
9:45am on 4, 11, 25 February and 4 March. 

Contact Carolyn Hughes if you and your child are 
interested in participating. 

 

 



 

 

Plan Now for the Lenten Icon Workshop 

Icons are "written" for use in prayer, but the writing of them 
is itself an exercise in prayer. Are you interested in writing 
your own icon? Parishioner Mary Street is leading a Lenten 
icon writing workshop at Epiphany from 19-23 March 
beginning at 9:00am and ending at 4:00pm each day. 
Participants will write an icon based on an early Russian 
image of the pieta in which Jesus is seen rising from the 
tomb in the arms of his mother, Mary. 

A $300 fee covers most materials for the workshop. For 
more information or to register, contact Mary Street 978-
664-2695. The workshop is limited to six participants. 

 

 

 

 

 
Parent/Child Playgroup 
Fridays at 9:30am in the childcare room on the lower level 

Are you are searching for a community of other 
parents and children? Stop by Friday mornings for 
coffee and conversation while the children play in our 
well-stocked indoor play area. We meet most Friday 
mornings 9:30 - 11:00am in the childcare room. 
Contact Carolyn Hughes, Director of Family Faith 

Formation, if you are interested in joining us or just drop by! 

All parents, soon to be parents, grandparents or anyone who enjoys children is 
welcome! In February an additional Monday morning gathering will be added on 5 
and 26 February at 9:30am.  

 

 

 

 



2018 Youth Mission to El Hogar  
Youth El Hogar Service Program: Informational Meeting 

Any youth currently in grades 9 - 12 interested in 
being part of this team are invited to attend and 
informational meeting on Sunday, 11 February at 
5:00pm in Hadley Hall. Parents are invited to attend 
as well. 

The trip is planned for 21-28 July 2018.  Our youth experience life at the elementary 
school, visit the homes of some of the children who attend, and begin to learn how 
to serve in the world. 

The application process to be a part of the team will also be discussed. 

 

 

 

 

Epiphany Minicourses Continue 

Adult Formation Minicourses for the season of Epiphany. 
Sundays at 11:15am 
Classes continue on 4 February and 11 February 
 
Classes are: 
1. The Disciples Knew the Lord Jesus, facilitated by Gabrielle Stott 
 
2. From the Back Bay to the Suburbs: A Christ-centered Spirituality for Right 
Now, facilitated by Thomas Brown 

3. Salem 1692: Challenges for Discipleship, facilitated by Michael Chesson 

4. Abraham and a Life of Faith , facilitated by John Jenke 

5. Bringing God Home; Simple Spiritual Practices for Families facilitated by Thea 
Keith-Lucas 

 

 

 



 

 

 

A Note Regarding Payments on 2017 Pledges 

Please note that after January 31st, all outstanding 2017 pledges will be “forgiven” 
and future payments will be applied to 2018 pledges. To direct us otherwise please 
contact Suzy Westcott, financial administrator at 781.729.1922. 

As always, we are most grateful for your commitments to this parish community, 
financial and otherwise. 

 

 

 

  

Valentine's Fellowship and Card Making  
Sunday, 11 February at 11:15 am in Hadley Hall 

 

Stay after the 10:00am service to enjoy fellowship 
and lunch! Make a Valentine’s card for those in our 
community who would love to know that we are 
thinking of them and that we love them. 

Our El Hogar youth mission team will make soup and 
sandwiches for all to enjoy as a fundraiser to help 
raise funds for their summer mission trip. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Prayer Shawl Ministry 
 
During the blessing of the Prayer Shawl Ministry in 
2012, Thomas summed up this ministry saying, "The 
shawls are themselves symbols of God’s embracing, 
unconditional love. Those who received these shawls 
have been uplifted and affirmed.”  Shawls have been 
given to those suffering grief, illness, or in times of 
joy. A shawl was once described as a “hug that goes 
around your shoulders,” an Epiphany hug as it were. 

If you enjoy knitting, laughter, and conversation join us. We gather every 4th Friday 
of every month at 10:00am in the Sproat Room. 

 

 

 

 
 
 

New Vestry Members 

Elected at the Annual Meeting: Suzanne Owayda for two years as Warden, Rich 
Bartels as Clerk, Cherie Collin de Casaubon as Treasurer, Alan Briggs as Associate 
Treasurer, Eunice Aikins-Afful, Thom Fries, and John McConnell  as Vestry 
members for three years, and Kate Reynolds as a Vestry member for one year. 

 

                 

      
 



Rich Bartels, Alan Briggs, Eunice Aikins-Afful, Thom Fries 
John McConnell, Kate Reynolds 

 

The 2017 Annual Report can be found here 

 

 

 

 

This Week at Epiphany 

 Monday, 29 Janaury 

  6:00pm & 7:30pm  AA 

 Tuesday, 30 January       

7:15am Men's Group  

6:00pm Pray the Parish Prayer List  

Wednesday, 31 January      

7:30am Holy Eucharist  

Thursday, 1 February      

 9:00am Contemplative Prayer  

 9:30am Thursday with the Gospels Bible Study   

 5:30pm Junior Choir Rehearsal  

 7:30pm Parish Choir Rehearsal  

Friday, 2 Februay      

9:30am Parent/Child Playgroup  

 Sunday, 4 February 

 8:00am Holy Eucharist  

9:00am The Word Today: Lectionary Discussion  

 9:00am Communion Enrichment  

 9:45am Children's Formation Classes  

 10:00am Holy Eucharist  



 

 10:00am Children's Worship  

 11:15am Adult Formation Minicourses 

 11:30am Genesis Middle School Youth Group  

12:00pm Confirmation Class Meeting  

12:15am New Vestry Orientation  

 6:00pm YPF High School Youth Group  

          

For more information 

Our website can be found here 
Information on our Worship Services can be found here 
If you are new to Epiphany, click here 
Our complete Parish calendar can be found here 
Sign-up for on line pledge payments here 

 

  

70 Church Street, Winchester, MA  01890 
781-729-1922 

 

 

Unsubscribe 
 


