
 

Morning Prayer 
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Thanksgiving Day 

The Parish of the Epiphany, Winchester, Massachusetts 

 

The Gathering 

 

Opening Sentence 

Leader      O give thanks to the LORD, call on his name, make known his deeds among the   
     peoples.   
All    Amen. 

 

Confession of Sin                          BCP, p. 79 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 
 

Leader  Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive us all our sins through the grace of Jesus  
   Christ, strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep us in  
  eternal life.  
All Amen. 

 
 



 

Invitatory and Psalter 

V: Lord, open our lips. 
R: And our mouth shall proclaim your praise. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever.  Amen. 
Alleluia. 

Jubilate                               BCP, p. 82 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 

 
Be joyful in the Lord, all you lands; * 
  serve the Lord with gladness and come before his presence with a song. 

 

Know this: The Lord himself is God; * 
 he himself has made us, and we are his;  
  we are his people and the sheep of his pasture. 

 

Enter his gates with thanksgiving;  go into his courts with praise; * 
   give thanks to him and call upon his Name. 

 

For the Lord is good; his mercy is everlasting; * 
  and his faithfulness endures from age to age. 

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
     as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

Worship the Lord in the beauty of holiness: Come let us adore him. 

 

Psalm 65                             BCP, p. 672 

You are to be praised, O God, in Zion; * 
  to you shall vows be performed in Jerusalem. 
 

To you that hear prayer shall all flesh come, * 
   because of their transgressions. 

 

Our sins are stronger than we are, * 
  but you will blot them out. 
 

Happy are they whom you choose 
  and draw to your courts to dwell there! * 
 

they will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, 
  by the holiness of your temple. 
 

Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, 
  O God of our salvation, * 
 
 



 

O Hope of all the ends of the earth 
   and of the seas that are far away. 
 

You make fast the mountains by your power; * 
 they are girded about with might. 
 

You still the roaring of the seas, * 
 the roaring of their waves, and the clamor of the peoples. 

 

Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your marvelous signs; * 
  you make the dawn and the dusk to sing for joy. 

 

You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; * 
   the river of God is full of water. 
 

You prepare the grain, * 
  for so you provide for the earth. 

 

You drench the furrows and smooth out the ridges; * 
   with heavy rain you soften the ground and bless its increase. 
 

You crown the year with your goodness, * 
   and your paths overflow with plenty. 

 

May the fields of the wilderness be rich for grazing, * 
  and the hills be clothed with joy. 

 

May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak themselves 
with grain; * 
  let them shout for joy and sing. 
 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: * 
  as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be for ever. Amen. 

 

The Lessons 

The First Reading                                                                              Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

A Reading from the Book of Deuteronomy. 

When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to 
possess, and you possess it, and settle in it, you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the 
ground, which you harvest from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall 
put it in a basket and go to the place that the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his 
name. You shall go to the priest who is in office at that time, and say to him, “Today I declare 
to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore to our ancestors 
to give us.” When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the altar 
of the LORD your God, you shall make this response before the LORD your God:  
“A wandering Aramean was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, 
few in number, and there he became a great nation, mighty and populous. When the Egyptians 
treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing hard labor on us, we cried to the LORD, the 



 

God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our affliction, our toil, and our 
oppression. The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm, 
with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; and he brought us into this 
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. So now I bring the first of the 
fruit of the ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD 
your God and bow down before the LORD your God. Then you, together with the Levites and 
the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate with all the bounty that the LORD your God 
has given to you and to your house.  

Lector    The Word of the Lord. 
People     Thanks be to God. 
 

12. A Song of Creation                             BCP, p. 88 

Invocation 

Glorify the Lord, all you works of the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 
  In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

II    The Earth and its Creatures 
 

Let the earth glorify the Lord, * 
    praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

    Glorify the Lord, O mountains and hills, and all that grows upon the earth, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Glorify the Lord, O springs of water, seas, and streams, * 
   O whales and all that move in the waters. 

 

All birds of the air, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

   Glorify the Lord, O beasts of the wild, * 
   and all you flocks and herds. 

 

   O men and women everywhere, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 

Doxology 

Let us glorify the Lord:  Father, Son, and Holy Spirit; * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

In the firmament of his power, glorify the Lord, * 
   praise him and highly exalt him for ever. 

 
 



 

The Second Reading                                                                               Matthew 6:25-33 

A Reading from the Gospel According to Matthew. 

“Therefore, I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink, 
or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and the body more than 
clothing? Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns, and yet 
your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? And can any of you by 
worrying add a single hour to your span of life? And why do you worry about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, yet I tell you, even 
Solomon in all his glory was not clothed like one of these. But if God so clothes the grass of the 
field, which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more clothe 
you—you of little faith? Therefore, do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ or ‘What will we 
drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ For it is the Gentiles who strive for all these things; and indeed 
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But strive first for the kingdom of 
God and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  

 
Lector    The Word of the Lord. 
People     Thanks be to God. 
 

You are God  Te Deum laudamus                           BCP,  p. 95 

You are God: we praise you; 
You are the Lord; we acclaim you; 
You are the eternal Father: All creation worships you. 
To you all angels, all the powers of heaven, 
Cherubim and Seraphim, sing in endless praise: 
 Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power and might, 
 heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
The glorious company of apostles praise you. 
The noble fellowship of prophets praise you. 
The white-robed army of martyrs praise you. 
Throughout the world the holy Church acclaims you; 
 Father, of majesty unbounded, 
 your true and only Son, worthy of all worship, 
 and the Holy Spirit, advocate and guide.  
You, Christ, are the king of glory, 
the eternal Son of the Father. 
When you became man to set us free you did not shun the Virgin's womb. 
You overcame the sting of death  
and opened the kingdom of heaven to all believers. 
You are seated at God's right hand in glory. 
We believe that you will come and be our judge. 
 Come then, Lord, and help your people, 
 bought with the price of your own blood, 
 and bring us with your saints 
 to glory everlasting. 



 

Time of Reflection 

Where have you seen God’s abundance this year? 

 

The Apostles’ Creed                   BCP, p. 96 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
 creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only son, our Lord. 
 He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
  and born of the Virgin Mary. 
 He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended to the dead. 
 On the third day he rose again. 
 He ascended into heaven, 
  and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
 He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
 the holy catholic Church, 
 the communion of saints, 
 the forgiveness of sins, 
 the resurrection of the body, 
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

The Prayers                              BCP, p. 97 

Officiant The Lord be with you. 
People  And also with you. 
Officiant Let us pray. 

 
The Lord’s Prayer  

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy Name, 
 thy kingdom come, 
 thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, 
 as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, 
 and the power, and the glory,  
  for ever and ever. Amen. 



 

Suffrages A 

V. Show us your mercy, O Lord; 
R. And grant us your salvation. 
V. Clothe your ministers with righteousness; 
R. Let your people sing with joy. 
V. Give peace, O Lord, in all the world; 
R. For only in you can we live in safety. 
V. Lord, keep this nation under your care;  
R. And guide us in the way of justice and truth. 
V. Let your way be known upon earth; 
R. Your saving health among all nations. 
V. Let not the needy, O Lord, be forgotten; 
R. Nor the hope of the poor be taken away. 
V. Create in us clean hearts, O God; 
R. And sustain us with your Holy Spirit. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their season and 
for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful stewards of your great 
bounty, for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all who are in need, to the glory of 
your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

 

A Collect for Peace 

O God, the author of peace and lover of concord, to know you is eternal life and to serve you is 
perfect freedom: Defend us, your humble servants, in all assaults of our enemies; that we, surely 
trusting in your defense, may not fear the power of any adversaries; through the might of Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

A Prayer for Mission 

O God, you have made of one blood all the peoples of the earth, and sent your blessed Son to 
preach peace to those who are far off and to those who are near: Grant that people everywhere 
may seek after you and find you; bring the nations into your fold; pour out your Spirit upon all 
flesh; and hasten the coming of your kingdom; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 
 

 



 

A Litany of Thanksgiving 

Let us give thanks to God our Father for all his gifts so freely bestowed upon us. 
 

Officiant    For the beauty and wonder of your creation, in earth and sky and sea. 
People      We thank you, Lord. 
 

Officiant   For all that is gracious in the lives of men and women, revealing the image of  
      Christ, 
People      We thank you, Lord. 
 

Officiant   For our daily food and drink, our homes and families, and our friends, 
People      We thank you, Lord. 
 

Officiant   For minds to think, and hearts to love, and hands to serve, 
People      We thank you, Lord. 
 

Officiant   For health and strength to work, and leisure to rest and play, 
People      We thank you, Lord. 
 

Officiant   For the brave and courageous, who are patient in suffering and faithful in    
      adversity, 
People      We thank you, Lord. 
 

Officiant   For all valiant seekers after truth, liberty, and justice, 
People      We thank you, Lord. 
 

Officiant   For the communion of saints, in all times and places, 
People      We thank you, Lord. 
 

Officiant   Above all, we give you thanks for the great mercies and promises given to us in  
     Christ Jesus our Lord; To him be praise and glory, with you, O Father, and the 
     Holy Spirit, now and for ever.  
People    Amen. 

 

Intercessions and Thanksgivings:  
 
Who else and what else would you lift up in prayer and thanksgiving? 

 

The General Thanksgiving 

Almighty God, Father of all mercies, 
we your unworthy servants give you humble thanks 
for all your goodness and loving-kindness 
to us and to all whom you have made. 
We bless you for our creation, preservation, 
and all the blessings of this life; 
but above all for your immeasurable love 
in the redemption of the world by our Lord Jesus Christ; 
for the means of grace, and for the hope of glory. 



 

And, we pray, give us such an awareness of your mercies, 
that with truly thankful hearts we may show forth your praise, 
not only with our lips, but in our lives, 
by giving up our selves to your service, 
and by walking before you 
in holiness and righteousness all our days; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit, 
be honor and glory throughout all ages. Amen. 
 

Officiant   Let us bless the Lord. 
People      Thanks be to God. 

 
Officiant   Glory to God whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more than we can ask   
      or imagine: Glory to him from generation to generation in the Church, and in   
      Christ Jesus for ever and ever. 
People      Amen.           
             Ephesians 3:20-21 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Parish of the Epiphany  
70 Church Street 

Winchester, Massachusetts 
3crowns.org 
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