
A Message about Our Holy Week and Easter Services 
 
Dear friends at Epiphany, 
 
During Holy Week we walk the way of the cross with Jesus, from Palm Sunday to Maundy 
Thursday to Good Friday and all the way to the joy of his resurrection on Easter Day.  As we 
approach this holiest time of the church year, I want to share with you what Holy Week and 
Easter will look like.  As you might expect, in this time of virtual worship, our services will be 
both familiar and different!  Please know that these services are planned with care and offered 
with love.     
 
Palm Sunday – April 5 
 
Our Palm Sunday service with Holy Eucharist will be offered at 10:00 a.m.  I’m delighted that 
the Rev. Thea Keith-Lucas, Episcopal chaplain at MIT and a parishioner, will preach and 
celebrate that day.  Our readings include a moving passage from Philippians that is an early 
Christian hymn, and John’s account of Jesus riding into Jerusalem on a donkey as the crowd 
waved palm branches and hailed him as a king.  Anthems, hymns, and service music will be sung 
by our section leaders, and all are encouraged to join in singing the hymns and service music, 
which will be printed in the online bulletin.  As is our tradition, our children’s lesson will include 
“chicks on a stick” and will be available as a separate clip on our YouTube channel. 
 
Maundy Thursday – April 9 
 
Though we can’t gather in Hadley Hall this year for a meal together before the Maundy 
Thursday service, Bryn Hollenbeck will make available online a guide for families to share a 
meal together with special prayers.  
 
Our Maundy Thursday service with Holy Eucharist will be offered at 7:00 p.m.  In the reading 
from 1 Corinthians, Paul recounts the institution of the Lord’s Supper, in words that are spoken 
at each celebration of the Eucharist.  And in the reading from John’s gospel, Jesus washes the 
disciples’ feet in an act of profound humility and gives them and us a new commandment: “Just 
as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”  Anthems, hymns, and service music will 
be sung by our section leaders, and all are encouraged to join in singing the hymns and service 
music, which will be printed in the online bulletin. 
 
At the end of the service, the lights in the chancel will be dimmed and we will see only the 
chalice and paten on the altar; there will be a time of silence as we each in our own way 
contemplate the presence of Christ in the consecrated bread and wine.       
 
Good Friday – April 10  
 
Bryn Hollenbeck will record a Good Friday service especially appropriate for children, which 
will be available on our YouTube channel that morning. 
 



The Good Friday Liturgy from The Book of Common Prayer will be offered at 7:00 p.m.  Our 
section leaders will chant Matthew’s Passion Gospel, and the Solemn Collects – a form of the 
prayers of the people that dates to the third or fourth century – will be prayed.  Anthems, hymns, 
and service music will be sung by our section leaders, and all are encouraged to join in singing 
the hymns and service music, which will be printed in the online bulletin.   
 
Though we are not able to offer an Easter Vigil this year, next week we hope to send you links to 
Vigils that are hosted by other churches. 
 
Easter Day – April 12 
 
We will celebrate the resurrection of our Lord with a service of Holy Eucharist at 10:00 a.m.  
Festive hymns and anthems will be sung by our section leaders and accompanied by organ and 
trumpet; all music will be printed in the online bulletin.  The prelude and postlude by a brass 
quintet will be pre-recorded. 
 
A Word about Social Distancing Guidelines and the Eucharist  
 
In their March 25 advisory to clergy and parish leadership, Bishop Gates and Bishop Harris 
wrote that “online and live-streamed services from church buildings remain permissible, as long 
as fewer than 10 people are present, physical distancing is maintained and strict hygiene 
measures are observed.”  We will continue to adhere to these instructions in our offering of 
worship, knowing that they are a means of loving our neighbors in this time.  This means that 
some aspects of our worship will be different – simpler – than they ordinarily would be. 
 
Our bishops also noted that “if Holy Eucharist is celebrated for live-streamed services, the 
celebrant alone should receive the sacrament (understood as receiving on behalf of all the 
people) or the celebrant should abstain (understood as sharing in the fast of all the people).”  And 
they recommend a Prayer of Spiritual Communion to be prayed in place of the Invitation (“The 
gifts of God for the people of God…”).  And so our celebrants will either receive or abstain, and 
we will all be invited to pray the Prayer of Spiritual Communion.  
 

+     +     + 
 
I hope that you will keep Holy Week and Easter with your Epiphany family by praying with 
these online services and family offerings, and with your own prayers and devotions.   May God 
bless you as you walk the way of the cross to the joy of Easter! 
 
Faithfully in Christ, 
 
Sarah 
 
  


