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Until the Lord Comes  

Then the king will say to those at his right hand, “Come, 
you that are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom 
prepared for you from the foundation of the world; for I 
was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me…” Truly I tell you, 
just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of my family, you did it 
to me.” Matthew 25. 

During the sabbatical I explored reading poetry. For those of you who are lovers of 
poetry, or actual poets, I hope you’ll receive that statement as a confession, for I intend 
an amendment of life. The plain truth is that my formal education didn’t include much in 
the way of poetry. It’s only been in the last few years, and really the past few months, 
that I’ve taught myself to read and appreciate poetry.  

The American poet, Edwin Markham, in his poem, How the Great Guest Came might 
initially seem a little trite for this season, but it wasn’t—it isn’t—for me. We all know the 
season of Advent is the time to celebrate God’s coming to us, as well as the time to 
celebrate his coming at the end of the age; we also know that Jesus is coming to us all 
the time, not just during Advent, but in the day-to-day ordinary, everydayness of life. 
This is where How the Great Guest Came comes to life and light for me. 

The poem introduces the reader to Conrad, a kind German cobbler who lives alone. 
Early one morning the Lord appeared in a dream and promised, “I’m coming your 
Guest to be!” Conrad sprang to his day to prepare for the coming of the Great Guest. 
He washed the floor, shined the shelf, and spread his table. The whole while Conrad 
watched his door for the Great Guest’s coming: 

                And his face grew still 
                As we he watched for the shadow across the sill. 
                He lived all the moments o’er and o’er, 
                When the Lord should enter the lowly door 
                The knock, the call, the latch pulled up, 
                The lighted faced, the offered cup. 



Even though Conrad was busy preparing, he wasn’t so busy that he did not care for 
three strangers who had come to the door. First a cold beggar, then a hungry woman, 
and finally a homeless child. As the day came to a close Conrad’s Great Guest had not 
come. He was confused, and disappointed, and prayed: 

                What is it Lord, that your feet delay? 
                Did you forget that this was the day? 

Then in the stillness of his heart Conrad heard the Great Guest speak: 

                Three times I came to your friendly door; 
                Three times my shadow was on your floor. 
                I was a beggar with bruised feet; 
                I was the woman you have to eat; 
                I was the child on the homeless street! 

Until the Lord Christ comes at the end of the ages we have to keep watch—every 
day—for him to come to us in other people. It was Jesus himself who said, “as you did 
it” to the least of his sisters and brothers, we are doing it to him.  

I wish you a holy and beautiful Advent. 

 
Faithfully in Christ, 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Service of Lessons and Carols 
Sunday, 17 December at 5:00pm  



 

 

The Parish Choir and Triton Brass present a 
traditional,candlelit Lessons and Carols service. A 
reception follows the service in Hadley Hall. It is truly a 
special way to start your Christmas journey. 

 

 

 

  

  

 

Children's Christmas Pageant  

Presented on 24 December at 4:00pm 

In preparation for the pageant, all children who are 
interested in participating are invited to come up to the 
front of the church after the 10:00am service on 11 
December to learn and practice Christmas carols with 
Craig. The children will sing the carols in the pageant. 
Practice will be fifteen minutes long.  All children up to 
grade 6 are welcome to participate. 

Coffee, juice, and a light snack will be available while parents wait. 

Please contact Carolyn if you can volunteer. This is a lot of fun and a great opportunity 
to meet other families! 

Pageant Rehearsal Schedule 

Dec 17th: Pageant dress rehearsal in the Church at 
11:15 am 
Dec 24th: Call time is 3:00pm and Pageant begins at 
4:00 pm 

 

 

 

 



Christmas Service Schedule 

Christmas Eve, Sunday, 24 December 

8:00am No service on this day  
10:00am  Holy Eucharist with Christmas Lessons 
4:00pm    Family Service with Holy Eucharist and Children's Pageant 
7:00pm    Holy Eucharist with Parish Choir and String Quartet 
10:00pm  Holy Eucharist with Parish Choir and String Quartet 
                         incense will be used   
 
Christmas Day, Monday, 25 December 

10:00am Holy Eucharist with hymns, soloist and organ music 

First Sunday after Christmas Day, 31 December 

10:00am Holy Eucharist - no 8:00am service on this day  

 

 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Advent Giving Tree 



 
Advent is a time when we prepare for the mystery of 
the incarnation of God who came to Earth and became 
one of us. It is in this spirit that we invite everyone to 
participate in our annual Advent Service Project, the 
Advent Giving Tree. 

Parishioners choose ornaments from the tree in Hadley 
Hall or in the Church. On each ornament is a specific 
Christmas gift request. These gifts help those in need 
and who come to us through the many organizations 
with which Epiphany is involved. Please be mindful of 
the various instructions and due dates of each gift. If 
you have any questions, please contact Celia Ceruolo 
at 781.729.6209. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mission and Outreach Meeting 

The Mission and Outreach Committee invites you to their next meeting on Tuesday, 
12  December, at 7:30pm. Among other topics to be discussed at the meeting is the 
budget for 2018. The meeting is held in the Suter Room. For more information, 
contact Celia Ceruolo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

Memorial Donations for Christmas Flowers 
and Music 

If you would like to donate to the Christmas flowers 
and greens decorating the Church and to the music 
during our services, please complete the form that is 
available in the Parish Office or at the back of the 
Church. Donations can be made in memory of loved 
ones or in gratitude for blessings received. 

Please make checks payable to the Parish of the 
Epiphany and write Christmas flowers/music in the 
memo line. Return your form and your donation to the 

office before Monday, 18 December, so that your memorial can be included in the 
Christmas bulletins. 

 

 

 
 

Neighbor to Neighbor Update 

Thank you to everyone who has generously 
committed to help fund Epiphany for the coming year. 

We are happy to report that as of 4 December we 
have received $763,891 in commitments from 233 
parishioners. That leaves us 42 pledges and just 
under $100,000 to go to meet our goal of $860,000 

from 275 pledges. 

While our goal is a number we are working towards, be mindful that we are not 
giving to a budget, we are giving to God. Annual pledges support everything we do 
at Epiphany including our worship services, pastoral care, formation, and outreach 
along with providing for the clergy, staff, and facilities that make those efforts 
possible. 

If you haven’t made a commitment for 2018, we would be very grateful if you took a 
moment this week to do so. Thank you for your part in helping to sustain this 
worship community in the coming year. Your pledge represents a faithful 
commitment to Epiphany's mission and its role in God's work throughout the world. 

If you need another pledge packet, please contact the Parish Office at 
781.729.1922. You can also download a pledge packet here or pledge directly 
online by clicking here. The Stewardship Committee thanks you and wishes you a 
peaceful and Holy Advent. 

 
 



 
 

Report on the Diocese of Massachusetts 
Annual Convention  

 
In his recent newsletter article, the Rev. Ran Chase 
described many of the highlights of the Diocesan 
Convention. What follows is a brief summary of the 
meeting from Epiphany’s lay delegates to the 
convention, Carolyn Pershouse and Scott Street, 

along with some web links for those who want additional information. 

The 232nd(!) convention of the Diocese of Massachusetts was held on 5 November 
at St Paul’s Cathedral in Boston. Epiphany was represented at the convention by 
clergy delegates the Revs. Miriam Gelfer and Ran Chase, and by lay delegates 
Carolyn Pershouse and Scott Street. Also in attendance from Epiphany were Lisa 
Garcia (Diocesan Treasurer), interim Cathedral Organist Louise Mundinger, Intern 
Paul Shoaf Kozak, and parishioners the Rev. Thea Keith-Lucas and Brett Johnson. 
Read More 

 

 

 
 
 

Finance Committee Members Wanted 
 
The Finance Committee is looking to increase its membership in 2018! The 
Committee is responsible for overseeing the business side of operating the Parish, 
providing fiscal guidance and oversight to the Vestry, and preparing the Annual 
Operating Budget. We are looking for individuals who are interested in supporting 
thie Parish in this very important work. We meet monthly, usually on the first 
Wednesday of the month, in the evening. If you are interested in becoming a 
member, please contact Cherie Collin de Casaubon at 617.721.4500. 

 
 

 

 

 

From Bethany House of Prayer 
181 Appleton Street in Arlington 



Keeping Watch:An Evening of Stillness and Prayer 
12 December from 7:00-8:30 pm 
led by Bethany Colleagues: Christina Leano and Christi Humphrey 

Each Advent we are invited to watch and wait for the coming of Christ. In these 
uncertain times, what does it take to prepare our hearts to receive Jesus? The 
evening will offer time for reflection, meditation, and conversation for those seeking 
to nourish awareness and exercise hope. 

Registration required: click here. Suggested donation: $15 although any amount is 
welcome. 

Contemplative Evening Eucharist 
Wednesday, 20 December at 7:00 pm in the Chapel of St. Anne. 
 
Enter into the quiet stillness and beauty of the chapel. A service of readings, silence, 
chanting, prayer, and Eucharist. 

Contemplative Prayer: a circle of encouragement for the practice of prayer 
Thursday Mornings from 10:00-11:30 am in the Chapel of St. Anne. 

Led by Bethany Facilitators,a morning of prayer, silence, and reflection for those 
seeking to attend in heart and action to the present moment.  Newcomers always 
welcome. 

 

 

 
 

This Week at Epiphany 

 Monday, 11 December 

  6:00pm & 7:30pm  AA 

 Tuesday, 12 December       

7:15am Men's Group  

12:30pm Epiphany Visitors  

6:00pm Pray the Parish Prayer List  

 7:30pm Mission and Outreach Committee 

 Wednesday, 13 December 

 7:30am Holy Eucharist in the Chapel 

 7:30pm Vestry Meeting 

Thursday, 14 December    



 

9:00am Contemplative Prayer 

 9:30am Thursday with the Gospels: Bible Study  

 5:30pm Junior Choir Rehearsal  

 7:30pm Adult Choir Rehearsal  

Friday, 15 December   

9:30am Parent/Child Playgroup Group 

 10:00am Prayer Shawl Group  

Saturday, 16 December   

9:00am  Lesson Readers Rehearsal 

 9:30am Choir Rehearsal 

 Sunday, 17 December 

 8:00am Holy Eucharist 

 8:45am Fellowship  

 9:00am The Word Today Lectionary Discussion 

9:00am Meeting for Christmas Eve Ushers  

 9:45am Children's Formation  

 10:00am Holy Eucharist  

 11:15am Adult Formation 

11:15am Children's Pageant Rehearsal 

11:30am Genesis Youth Group 

5:00pm Lessons and Carols  

 6:00pm YPF Youth Group  

   

For more information 

Our website can be found here 
Information on our Worship Services can be found here 
If you are new to Epiphany, click here 
Our complete Parish calendar can be found here 
Sign-up for on line pledge payments here 
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